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ON BAD COMPANY. 

1 Corinthians^ Chap. xv. verse 33. 

" Evil communications corrupt good 

Toanners,^^ 

There are many evil things, which 
are fair to look upon, and there are 
many wicked people whose manners 

B 
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2 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

are very agreeable, and who gild and 
gloss over sin, till it appears no 
longer the wicked mean thing which 
it is in itself, and the '^ abominable 
thing which God hates/* Children 
ought to be on their guard against bad 
company, and to remember the in- 
junction : ' * When sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not/' Whatever is for- 
bidden in God's law is sin ; and how- 
ever witty and clever children maybe, 
if they despise the laws of God, good 
children will avoid their company, 
lest they make them think as little of 
sin as they do themselves. 

The Bible tells us, that '' Fools 
make a mock at sin ;" and I am 
sure we have often seen wicked chil- 
dren laugh when they saw other 
children doing evil actions, and heard 
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ON BAD COMPANY. 

them saying wicked words, instead 
of being sorry for them, and trying 
to lead them right. Our hearts are 
all naturally wicked, and it is asto- 
nishing how soon we get accustomed 
to wickedness ; we are much more 
prone to learn that which is evil 
than that which is good. An indus- 
trious boy wiU be more apt to leam 
idleness from an idle boy, than an 
idle boy wiU be to leam industry 
from an industrious boy. There are 
great temptations to sin in this evil 
world, and, except to those who be- 
lieve in the Bible, there appears to 
be no reward for loving God — ^no ap- 
parent advantage in being holy, and 
holding to the truth ; whilst tempta- 
tions to falsehood and sin present 
themselves in such glowing colours, 

b2 
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4 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

as if they carried their reward with 
them ; and they do so, for the re- 
ward of sin is death: and a Uttle 
experience will soon convince the 
most foolish, that a liar even in this 
World snflfers a great deal, from never 
being believed even when speaking 
the truth, and that honesty in all 
things -is thte best policy. To be 
charitable to: the poor costs us both 
money and labout ; and if we do not 
beUeve the Bible, it is easier to be 
selfish, and more pleasant to spend all 
our time and money on ourselves, 
than to be thinking how we can be 
usefiilto others. But theBible is a true 
book, and every word in it will come 
to pass, whether we believe it or not. 
Oh that children would but beUeve 
what it says ! then they would know 
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ON BAD COMPANY. 5 

that it telb them to do nothing but 
what is for their true happiness; 
they would then cease to think that 
there could be any happiness in dis- 
obeying God, and they would know 
^^ that in keeping of the command- 
ments there is a great reward ;" and 
that God never enjoins them to do, 
or debars them from doing any thing 
which tends to their real happiness ; 
they would no longer imagine there 
could be any pleasure in disobey- 
ing God, but would believe that 
certainly *' it shall be well with the 
righteous, and woe to the wicked ;" 
they would also know that it was 
their great adversary, the Devil, who 
had put it into their hearts to doubt 
God's word, and to think that there 
could be any happiness in disobey- 
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b SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

ing him. This was what he made 
Eve believe, when he told her that 
falsehood in Paradise; that she would 
not die if she ate the apple God had 
forbidden her to eat, but that she 
would be as wise as God. Let us 
not do like her, and believe the De- 
vil's word, rather than God's. Oh, 
let us pray for faith, to be enabled to 
believe the Bible! then we shall 
attend to its precepts, and amongst 
others that of avoiding unbelieving 
irreligious companions, who might 
induce us to follow their example, 
and lead us to condign punishment 
with themselves. 

How often do we see companions 
in evil, hate each other and quarrel; 
whereas companions in good, all 
God's children, love each other; long 
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6n bad company. 7 

ago before there were as many Chris- 
tians as there are now, it was said of 
them, ' ' See how these Christians love 
each other !" And if we really believed 
in Jesus Christ, we should love each 
otlier, for he has commanded us " to 
love our neighbour as ourselves." 
It is a very bad sign when children 
love evil companions; a good child 
may sometimes go amongst bad child- 
ren, to try to do them good, but never 
can be happy in their company, be- 
cause he will always be afraid of learn- 
ing their evil ways. Our nature is so 
sinful, and sin is so infectious, that 
children should carefuUy avoid being 
intimate with those who do not make 
the Bible their rule, and love to do 
wickedness rather than good, such as 
quarreUing, fighting, lying, saying 
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8 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

bad words, and even stealing from 
each other. But it is unnecessary to 
say more on this subject, for no truly 
good child can like the ways of evil 
children, and when in their company 
will be on his guard, lest he should be 
led into sin, and will quit their society 
as soon as possible. 

Shall I to wicked haunts resort^ 
Where graceless children dwell ? 

In their rude games can I find sport 
In paths which lead to hell. 

Oh^ let me shun each wicked way^ 

Let me those dwellings flee. 
Where sin maintains its hateful sway, 

Let not my soul agree. 

For evil men together flock, 
And plan their hearts within. 

To lull remorse, and make a mock 
At that which God calls sin. 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 

Philippians^ Chap. iv. verse !!• 

" For I have learned^ in whatsoever 
state I am iny to he content.'^ 

Contentment consists in being sa- 
tisfied with our situation in life, and 
every thing we meet with, even in 
sorrow and trial, for Christian con- 
tentment consists in being pleased 
with the will of God, and believing 
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10 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

that he ordains every thing for good 
to them that love Him; for he is 
Our Father ; though sometimes he is 
a Father who punishes, sometimes a 
Father who tries, sometimes a Fa- 
ther who afflicts, sometimes a Father 
who rewards ; hut all is done wisely, 
and in love to us, that he may make 
us more holy and more happy. 

Some children are naturally of 
more contented dispositions than 
others ; hut every child, who is de- 
sirous to become good and holy, will 
seek to attain this virtue. St. Paul 
}iad a great deal to trouble him, and 
yet he was always contented. He 
was often imprisoned and scourged, 
and starved, and he knew that he 
was certainly to suflfer a cruel death. 
These were things which would have 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 11 

made most people melancholy, but 
St. Paul was always contented ; for 
he knew that he was doing the will 
of God, and believed " that all 
things would work together for his 
good." Oh, if children would but 
believe that God is their father, and 
that he directs every thing which 
happens to them, surely they would 
not desire to have their own will, but 
would be glad that God, who is all- 
wise and good, ordered what he 
knew to be best for them ! Can any 
thing be more presumptuous than to 
suppose that we are wiser than God? 
or that we know better what is good 
for us than God does ? 

A contented child enjoys every 
thing; if sick he is patient, and 
makes himself happy. If he is pu- 
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nished by his parents or teachers/ 
he endeavours to bear the punish-; 
ment patiently, and to avoid, for 
the future, repeating the offence for 
which he is punished. A contented 
child is never envious; wheji.he 
sees other children dressed in finer 
clothes, or possess things which he 
has not, he knows that he should be 
happy without them, and that God 
would put it into people's hearts to 
give him all these things, if he was 
to be the better for them. 

A contented child is never covet- 
ous, and never longs to have what 
belongs to another; he is pleased 
with what belongs to himself, and 
asks no more. 

A truly contented child is thank- 
fill to God for placing him in 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 13 

comfortable circumstances ; he com- 
pares his situation with those 
who want the comforts he enjoys, 
instead of looking at the enjoy- 
ments of others, which he ima- 
gines are greater than his. He 
knows that to be good is to be 
happy ; and he believes what Jesus 
Christ says to him in the Bible, 
" That not a sparrow dies without 
God's permission, and that the very 
hairs of our head are all numbered :" 
and believing this, he cannot doubt 
that children are taken care of by 
God ; they are surely as much worth 
being remembered as sparrows and 
the young ravens, who, the Bible 
says, get their meat from God. It 
is easy to see by a child's face, whe- 
ther he is contented or not. A dis- 
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14 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

contented child looks .peevish ; he is' 
always wishing for something which 
he has not, and to be somewhere 
where he is not; to eat something 
which he is not allowed to eat, and 
to do something which he is not 
permitted to do ; he is full of dis- 
contented thoughts, and when he 
speaks he is full of discontented 
words. He never feels happy him- 
self, and he endeavours to prevent 
those who are around him from en- 
joyment also. No sooner has he got 
one desire fulfilled than he forms 
another; there is no end to his 
wishes, nor to his discontent. 

A discontented temper has some- 
thing in it like the cravings of am- 
bition. A great king once wept be- 
cause there were no more worlds foi^ 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 15 

him to conquer. Indeed, I have seen 
discontented children, who wept, 
and confessed that they did not 
know why they were weeping. One 
cause of discontent is idleness; — 
children should never be con- 
tented that they have learned any 
thing well, which may be learned 
better ; and they are very foolish 
people indeed, who , think they 
know as much about Jesus Christ as 
they might know, or that they are 
as holy as they might be. It is a 
curious thing, that children who are 
naturally discontented about every 
thing else, are never discontented 
because they are not good enough ; 
no, they are discontented because 
they think others are in fault when 
they do not give them all the good 

c2 
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16 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

things which they think they de- 
serve. But, oh, if they believed 
their Bible, which tells them they 
deserve God's wrath for every act 
of disobedience to his command- 
ments, they would then cease to be 
discontented, and would be thankful 
to God that he had still allowed them 
time to repent: then they would only 
be anxious to know his will, that they 
might do it ; and while they were in 
this world, whatever happened to 
them, they would say, " Good is the 
wiU of the Lord.'' 

Pining, sighing^ fretful child^ 

What dire distress affects thy mind ; 

What foolish thoughts^ what fancies wild. 
Thou seeks a rest thou can'st not find. 

Still discontented with thy lot, 
Dead to the bliss thou hast ; 
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Thy debt of gratitude forgot^ 
For mercies now^ and past. 

Were every worldly pleasure thine^ 

No bliss could they bestow ; 
Thy heart for something more would pine. 

To save thy soul from woe. 
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ON CHARITY. 

Acts, Chap. XX. verse 35. 

'* It is more blessed to give than to 



receive.'' 



Children, I dare say I need not tell 
you that it is a good thing to like to 
share any thing you have with ano- 
ther. It is much recommended in the 
Bible, and the giving to the poor 
is called Charity. But children 
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ON CHARITY, 19 

that are selfish, and only care for 
themselves, like to keep every thing, 
and to get every thing to themselves ; 
for they don't consider how much bet- 
ter it is to share it with other people ; 
they like themselves better than any 
one else, forgetting that the Bible 
desires them to love their neighbour 
as themselves. 

A generous child, if he gets any 
thing, inmiediately divides it with 
somebody or other, and wiU allow any 
person to play with his toys. If he 
has any money, he wiU not imme- 
diately buy books or tops, or whips 
for hunself , but will give part of it to 
the poor ; and good children will not 
run and tell when they have given any 
thing away unless they are asked, for 
fear they should give their things 
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20 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

away to be praised by men, instead 
of by God — this would be pride and 
ostentation, not Charity; for true 
Charity wants no person to know 
good deeds but God and Jesus Christ. 
To be really charitable we must not 
care too much about ourselves and 
our own wants. Some boys and girls 
say, oh ! if I was rich, I would give 
a great deal away ; but if they do not 
give a little away out of the little 
which they already have, they will 
probably not learn to give when they 
have more; for our nature is so bad, 
that when we get rich we often get 
selfish, and think we have as little to 
spare as when we were poor. Jesus 
Christ says, that at the day of judg- 
ment he will consider all the good 
things we do to poor people as done 



d by Google 



ON CHARITY. 21 

to himself: he says in Matthew, Chap. 
XXV. verse 35, ** I was naked, and ye 
<;lothed me ; I was himgry, and ye 
gave me meat ; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink." There never was any 
person so charitable as Jesus Christ ; 
he came down from heaven to die to do 
us good; he gave us every thing ; he 
suffered the greatestpain to dous good. 
Charity is loving our neighbour and 
doing good, and money is one way of 
being charitable; but though children 
have often no money, they may learn 
towork forpoor people — and theymay 
teach children that are younger than 
themselves to read and be good : in 
short, Jesus Christ desires every body 
to be good and charitable — and he 
would not desire what is impossible ; 
therefore every person is expected to 
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22 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

do good in some way or other. Th6 
Bible says, *' He that giveth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord;" and a cha- 
ritable person has seldom been known 
to be in want ; for God gives often to 
those whoheknows will take careof the 
poor. Jesus Christ, when he became 
a man, was very poor himself; ** He 
had not where to lay his head." A 
good poor person is much greater in 
the eyes of God than a bad one, 
although he be a king, and will be 
placed far above him in the other 
world. Lazarus was a good beggar, 
but so poor that he lay at the rich 
mans's gate, and was fed with the 
crumbs which fell from his table ; but 
oh I how different was it when they 
died — the rich man was in hell, but 
Lazarus in heaven. 
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It is a great pleasure to give things 
away, but most people think it much 
pleasanter to get things ; but Jesus 
Christ knows better than any person 
what makes us happy ; and he says 
** it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive." The finest things in the world 
people tire of ; and if they had all the 
pearls and diamonds and fine things in 
the world, they could not take a single 
thing away with them when they die, 
because God knows they would be like 
dirt and rubbish, compared to the fine 
things which are in heaven. How 
much better does a boy or girl like a 
•child who says I will give you this 
top, or doll, or book, than the boy or 
girl who says give me something of 
yours ; the one is generous, and the 
other is greedy; and though we niay 
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be greedy to others, yet none of us 
love those who are greedy to ns — ^we 
should do as we would be done by ; 
this is an excellent rule in every thing, 
ialthough children seldom think of it; 
indeed naturally no person thinks of 
any thing that is good; and yet there 
are some who do not think them- 
selves bad, because they suppose 
they are as good as others. Many 
children get a little money on New 
Year's Day and other holydays. Now 
if they spend it all upon themselves^ 
and don't give any thing to the poor, 
they are selfish creatures, and not 
charitable — and they do not do to 
others as they would like to be done 
to themselves. Sometimes they say 
they had so little they had nothing to 
spare — ^but that is no excuse ; if you 
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have but a penny, you can spare 
something from it; for a little given 
from what you have, shews you would 
give more if you had it ; but it is not 
natural to be good and charitable — 
therefore we must pray to God to 
make us so, for Jesus Christ's sake. 



How can I see my neighbour want^ 
When I have ought to spare ; 

The wealth which God has given me, 
The poor shall always share. 

How can I say I love my God, 

Yet cruel be to man ; 
Sweet is the mercy from above. 

And sweet from man to man. 
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ON COVETOUSNESS. 

Exodus^ Chap, xx, verse 17- 

'^ Thou shalt not covet." 

I BELIEVE that there is no child so 
presumptuous and daringly vrtcked, as 
to assert that he thinks it right to 
break any of God's commandments ; 
but there are some of them that we 
are all more apt to think less of than 
others, and the Tenth Commandment 
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ON C0VKT0U8NESS. 27 

is one ot them. There is no com- 
mandment more frequently broken 
than this, both by grown people and 
young ones; and I fear that very 
few repent of breaking this com- 
mandment as they ought to do ; in- 
deed all people, unless Jesus Christ 
has enlightened their minds, sin with- 
out knowing that they have sinned, 
because they do not know what sin is. 
Now sin is ** disobedience to God," 
or breaking his conunandments. — 
'' Thou shalt not covet" is as binding 
a conmiandment of God as " Thou 
shalt not steal ;" and to be covetous 
is not a Uttle sin, as too many people 
are apt to think. St. Paul says that 
it is idolatry ; and idolatry in the Bible 
is called ' ' The abominable thing which 
God hates." . 
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To covet is to wish to have any 
thingwhichbelongstoanother. Child- 
ren sometimes think it sinful to steal, 
and to lie, and to kill, or to say bad 
words; but they do not think it sinful 
to covet another's pony, or doll, or 
whip, or picture book; or another's 
beautiful hair, or eyes, or figure, or 
fine house, or garden, or fine clothes, 
or carriage : yet this is being covet- 
ous, or breaking the Tenth Com- 
mandment ; it ia desiring to have that 
which belongs to another. 

There are many ways in which the 
evil disposition of covetousness shews 
itself. When we hear our brothers, 
or our sisters, or any of our friends 
praised for any good quaUty, and we 
wish that we had been praised or com- 
mended instead of them, is not this 
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coveting their praise? No! no! good 
children seek to deserve praise, but 
they never wish to be praised instead 
of others. Oh! what evil passions 
spring up in the breasts of children 
from the indulgence of little sins! 
how often does covetousness lead to 
envy, maUce, and hate. Covetous- 
ness is a vice which is quite opposed 
to the virtue of contentment ; for a 
covetous man or child is always 
wishing for something which he has 
not. There are few people who do 
not possess something which it would 
be desirable for us to possess. There 
is only one quaUty which we are al- 
lowed to covet — and that is holiness. 
AU Christians are desired to love ho- 
liness ; and all Christians are desired 
to endeavour to think other Christians 
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30 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

tetter than themselves ; hut they de- 
sire to have the same virtues, without 
taking them away from others ; for 
hoUness is obeying the command- 
ments of God ; and the second great 
commandment is, *' Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself." Now we 
never can love our neighbour as our- 
selves if we wish him less good, in 
order that we might appear better 
than him: this would be the very 
worst kind of covetousness ; for to be 
holy is the best of all things ; and to 
desire to take away the holiness of 
another that we might be the holiest, 
would be the very worst kind of holi- 
ness. How unhappy, how disagree- 
able to all who behold him is a cove- 
tous child; always thinking of himself 
and what he can get ; always longing 
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for and desiring that which belongs 
to another ; never content or grateful 
to heaven for the multitude of benefits 
he has already received. Covetous- 
ness and avarice generally go together, 
but not always; for sometimes a co- 
vetous child does not care who takes 
his play-things, provided he may have 
theirs ; indeed he frequently wishes to 
exchange his play-things for those of 
others, as the great desire to possess 
what belongs to another makes what 
we really possess of our own appear 
of no value. 

There are many warnings in the 
Bible against covetousness, and many 
examples of its evil efiects. We are 
told of an avaricious man in the book 
of Joshua, who coveted a beautiful 
garment from Babylon, and two hun- 
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dred shekels of silver and a wedge of 
gold ; and though forbid by Gt>d he 
took them, and was stoned to death 
for so doing. And in the book of 
Numbers we hear of the prophet Ba- 
laam who, for money, would have 
wished Gt>d to curse his whole nation. 
And in Bangs we are told of the 
wicked king Ahab, who, although he 
had so many palaces and fine gardens 
of his own, coveted the vineyard of 
Naboth, and had him stoned to death, 
that he might get it ; and we hear of 
many other instances of covetous- 
ness. There was Elymus the sorce- 
rer, coveted Paul's gift of conferring 
spiritual blessings, that he might 
make money of it ; and even king 
David fell into the great sin of co- 
vetousness. Children, these are some 
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of the terrible eflfects of covetousnesS) 
and strong evidences of the corrup- 
tion of the human heart ; and if you 
examine your thoughts, you will find 
that you have often committed this 
sin ; and surely you should use every 
efibrt to get rid of so hateful a vice ; 
you should rather try to cultivate the 
virtue of giving to others, than that 
of coveting what is theirs; and, 
above all things, considering how 
apt you are to fall into this and 
every other sin, you will cry to 
Christ for help ; for he is able to put 
good thoughts into your hearts, and 
to keep you from evil ; and he has 
promised to do all this, if you will 
but believe that he is able and wil- 
ling to do so. This is believing in 
him which is the great command of 
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God ; for if we believed in him we 
should' love him, and loving him we 
should keep his commandments. 

Why still be adding to my store. 

With pining discontent ; 
And greedily desiring more. 

On heaping treasure bent. 

Thou shalt not covet, God has said, 

How dare I then repine : 
If some are wise, and richer made. 

Why wish their talents mine. 

Oh, thou from whom all good is sent. 

Do thou our wants supply ; 
And fill our hearts with sweet content. 

To thee our God on high. 
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ON CRUELTY. 

Proverbs, Chap. xii. verse 10. 

" A righteotis man regardeth the life of 
his becLst" 

All sin is hateful to God, who is 
perfectly holy ; he is very kind and 
mercifid, and therefore he must be 
much displeased when he sees a child 
practising cruelty. It is a bad and 
cruel disposition that likes to see any 
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human being or any animal suffer 
pain ; but they are still more cruel 
who have a pleasure in inflicting pain 
with their own hands. I scarcely 
ever heard of a child that would 
confess that he was cruel; and no 
wonder ; for cruelty is a vice which 
is hated by God and man; it is a 
mark of a Very depraved heart to be 
cruel ; for we can receive no benefit 
from it ourselves. The devils have a 
kind of pleasure in tormenting human 
beings ; and because they know that 
wickedness makes people unhappy, 
they use every endeavour to make 
them wicked ; and a cruel child, who 
finds pleasure in giving pain to any 
human being, or in tormenting ani- 
mals, is very like a devil. Every vice, 
if not corrected, grows worse and 
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Worse — and cruel children, when they 
grow up, are tyrannical to their infe- 
riors, and dehght to hurt the feehngs 
of their servants, by reproving them 
sharply for shght faults, and speaking 
harshly to them, forgetting ' ' that they 
themselves have a master in heaven." 
Children who are inclined to cruelty 
frequently begin by tormenting and 
kiUing flies, and think that because 
a fly is so very small an insect, that 
it is of no importan.ce how many of 
them they torture and destroy. Cruel 
children are also apt to trample on 
worms and snails, and all sorts of 
insects, which they meet with in fields 
and gardens ; they next proceed to 
tortm-e and torment dogs and cats, 
then horses and cattle, and then 
human beings, which sometimes ends 
in murder. e 
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Cruelty of any kind shews a very 
wicked heart, and will sooner or later 
be punished. As I said before, a 
cruel disposition is like a devil, and 
no human being likes to see it in 
another ; whereas a kind, humane, 
and benevolent disposition is beloved 
by every one, and has a distant 
resemblance to the character of 
God, who is kind to aU, even "to 
the unthankful and the evil;" and 
has given us great proof of it by send- 
ing his own Son to die for us, that if 
we believe in him he might make us 
holy and happy. We are told in the 
Bible, that one of God's reasons for 
sparing Ninevah was, that there were 
many children and much cattle there, 
which shews us that God takes care 
even of beasts. 
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• It is astonishing what very cruel 
actions are committed in the coun- 
tries where the Bible is not known, 
and where the people never heard of 
Christ ; but it is a stiU greater crime 
for children to be cruel in this coun- 
try, where the Redeemer is known. 
The idolaters in India think it right to 
bum women alive ; and sometimes 
they put old people up into trees, and 
shoot at them with arrows tiU they 
fall down dead, and they often drown 
sick people and young children in the 
river Ganges ; but none of these cruel 
things are allowed to be done in 
Christian countries : but I fear that 
there are many children even here 
who are ahnost as cruel in their hearts 
as if they were idolaters — ^they hate 
and dislike those that reprove them, 
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and wish that evil may happen to them, 
or, perhaps, that they were dead; 
and I fear would sometimes kill them, 
if they had it in their power. There 
never was so merciful a being as Jesus 
Christ ; how must he therefore hate 
to see cruelty; cruel children have 
much need therefore to go to him, 
and beseech him, to keep them from 
sin, for he alone is able to change 
their hard hearts; and if they die 
with their wicked inclinations, they 
cannot hope that Christ will count 
them as his lambs, and take them 
to Uve with him in heaven, where 
nothing but love, and peace, and 
joy, and every thing that is amiable 
and good can enter. No, no, cruel 
children, unless they are changed 
before they die, must never hope to 
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enter Christ's kingdom. They that 
take pleasure in cruelty are only 
fit for that place where every bad 
passion grows worse, and where mi- 
sery will never cease. Wickedness 
and misery are never separated. I 
am sure no child ever remembers 
having felt happy when he was do- 
ing wickedly. The Bible says, it 
shall be weU to the righteous, and it 
shall be evil to the wicked. There 
are many examples in the Bible of 
very cruel people. Jehu cut off the 
heads of seventy of Ahab's sons, and 
put them into a basket. Adonibezek* 
cut off the thumbs and great toes of 
seventy kings, and made them gather 
their meat like dogs from beneath 
his table. Daniel was thrown into a 
. den of hungry lions, and Shadrach, 
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Meshach, and Abednego, into a 
burning fiery furnace ; and I could 
relate many other crimes recorded in 
the Bible Histories, which shew to 
what heights of cruelty human beings 
attain who take not Christ for their 
example. But when we read of the 
people who did these cruel things, 
we also frequently read of their hav- 
ing been severely pimished in this 
world ; and unless they repented be- 
fore they died, we well know in what 
a fearful state of misery they must 
be in the world which is to come. 
* — ^My dear children I cannot bear 
to think that any of you are habi- 
tually cruel; but if you have been so, 
I hope you now repent, and are pray- 
ing to Christ to change your hard 
hearts, and make you holy. 



d by Google 



ON CRUELTY. 43 

How Ugly is a cruel child^ 

Who loves to torture and to kill ; 

Instead of heart and features mild, 
I see a being formed for ill. 

In grief and pain he takes delight. 
Inflicting wounds on all he meets ; 

At his approach the good take flight. 
And aJl that's timid quick retreats. 

From bad to worse, pursuing still 
His wicked ways, he older grows. 

Indulging every wicked will. 

Nor cares from whence the evil flows. 
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ON DEATH. 

James^ Chap. iv. verse 14. 

** For what is your life^ it is even a 
vapour which appeareth for a little 
time^ and thenpa^seth away.^* 

Even young children know that there 
is an event, which happens to every 
one, called Death. It is certain to 
come upon all men, but no one can 
tell at what time. Some die as soon 
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as they are bom, others live for days, 
for months, for years — and some for 
a great many years, but death comes 
at last. It is an awful event ; it is 
going aU alone into a new world, of 
which we know nothing, ejxcept that 
*' The righteous shall go away into 
everlasting life, and the wicked into 
everlasting death.*' 

We are apt to suppose that young 
people are more siu-e of life than the 
aged ; but this is not the case. How 
many little coffins do we see carrying 
about the streets ; and if any of you 
ever take a walk in a church-yard, 
and read the tomb stones, you will 
see there are many children younger 
than you lying there, and consimied 
by worms. But though no human 
being knows when he shall die, God 



d by Google 



46 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

knows, for the Bible says ** There is 
an appointed time for man to die — 
and after that the judgment/' 
; The day of our death must be an 
awful day to every one of us, but the 
day of judgment must be infinitely 
more so, when the books shall be 
opened, and all that we have said, 
thought, and done, while we were in 
this world, is found written there. — 
Oh ! what an awful state must those 
children be in, who did not believe 
in Jesus Christ, nor seek to keep his 
commandments, for they wiU be 
judged according to their works ; how 
ashamed will they then be, when all 
their evil thoughts, evil words, and 
evil actions, which they had long for- 
gotten, will be read out before all 
the world; oh I how will wicked 
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unbelieving children repent that they 
had not beheved in. Jesus Christ, 
who would have forgiven them all 
their sins, because he had paid the 
price, and their iniquities would have 
been remembered no more. Some 
people are very much afraid of Death ; 
they do not know what is to become 
of them afterwards ; the soul, which 
is that part of man which can think 
and know, can will and desire, goes 
they know not whither, but they 
know that it cannot die ; and it is a sad 
and gloomy thought to feel that their 
bodies, which they are so fond of, 
shall certainly be buried in the earth, 
and become the food of worms ; that 
the cold grave is to be their bed, and 
that the turf shall grow over them, 
and living beings walk upon them ; 
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and that it will soon be forgotten in 
this world that they had ever Uved : 
all this is very sad and gloomy and 
melancholy, but it is certain — and no 
power no strength can avoid it. When 
God sends a disease to take us out of 
this world, the wisest physician cannot 
prevent it : great men may comtmand 
others to be put to death, but God 
commands Death to kill them. The 
king of terrors is more powerful than 
any other king, but he is imder the 
conmiand of the King of kings. Those 
that truly believe in Jesus Christ are 
not afraid to die, because they know 
that he is their friend, and will 
meet them in the heavenly world: 
but sometimes, notwithstanding all 
this, they are afraid of the pain of 
death, and the suflFerings most people 
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undergo before it ; but there is rea- 
son to think that Death is easily 
endured by those who know they 
are going to a better world. Some 
dying persons have said that they 
were quite happy in the midst of their 
suflferings ; and at all events the Bible 
tells us, that the sufferings of the pre- 
sent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the joy which is set before 
us. And when we reflect that death 
is the punishment of sin, we ought 
rather to wonder that the sufferings 
of sinners are so slight, than to mur- 
mur and complain that they are so 
great. Oh ! how grateful ought we 
then to be to him who suffered with- 
out sin, that he might bring us to 
God. 
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Weak child of dust^ bom but to die^ 

Thy life is but a span ; 
Our better being is ort high, 

For heaven's the home of man. 

Sin gave unto the tyrant Death, 
Our ruined race accursed ; 

Till he who gave to us our breath. 
The chains of Satan burst. 

Now our delivered souls are free. 
By' Faith we mount on high 5 

Our troubles all shall ended be. 
No more we weep or sigh. 
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ON EVIL SPEAKING. 

James^ Chap. iii. verse 8. 
*^ But the tongue can no man tame.^^ 

We are told in the Bible that the 
tongue, though so small a member, 
is capable of doing a great deal of 
mischief. The tongue can take the 
name of God in vain ; the tongue can 
tell lies ; the tongue can bear false 
"vvitness ; the tongue can mock ; the 
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tongue can rail ; the tongue can speak, 
idle words. There are many ways in 
which this little member can do great 
evil ; and few have it in such perfect 
order that it does not oflFend some- 
times. Indeed, the Bible says, that 
he is a perfect man who knows how 
to govern his tongue. I hope none 
of the children who read this can 
charge themselves with having been 
guilty of evil speaking, or of saying 
improper words, or the thing that is 
not true; but I fear many of them 
may have spoken ill of their neigh- 
bour when they should have been si- 
lent, and have used provoking words, 
which they knew would make them 
angry, and have also spokenproud and 
boasting things of themselves ; and 
all have, I am quite sure, spoken vain 
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and idle words. Now the Bible says, 
that for every such word we shall 
be called to accoiint at the day 
of judgment. This would be very 
dreadful to us all ; for there is not a 
day or an hour in which we have not 
said many things which would have 
been better unsaid. How many fool- 
ish words have we not uttered, which 
we have long forgotten. If then, we 
are to give an account of all the evil 
things we have spoken in our lives, 
what must become of us. But the 
Bible provides a remedy for aU our 
misdeeds ; it tells us that they shall all 
be forgiven, and remembered no more 
against us, if we believe in our Lord 
Jesus Christ , who bore the punishment 
of sin in our room : all our idle words 
and all our sins will beblottedout. Oh ! 
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what jdyfiil news must this be to amy 
childwho feelshowoften he has sinned 
against God ; how glad mu^t he feel 
to think that God has forgiven him 
for the sake of Christ ; how careful 
will he be to watch his tongue for the 
future, lest he should sin with it, and 
grieve that kind Saviour, who suf- 
fered so much that all might be par- 
doned. Many people sin with their 
tongues &om not considering before 
they speak, and also from talking too 
much. Few people have ever reason 
to repent of being silent ; but many 
have had reason almost to wish that 
their tongues had been cut out, rather 
than they should have spoken so 
wickedly. 

Children who talk a great deal have 
been compared to chattering birds. 
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who talk without knowing what 
they are talking about. It is the 
nature of such birds to imitate 
the language of human beings ; and 
some people have been foimd so 
wicked as not only to use bad 
language themselves, but to teach 
their birds to imitate them. There 
have been very clever birds, but we 
have no reason to think that any of 
them have been gifted with reason ; 
if it had been so, they would have 
been accountable as well as children 
for imitating bad actions, rather than 
good ones. 

There can be no greater proof of 
our evil nature than this, that chil- 
dren in general are more apt to imi- 
tate that which is evil than that 
which is good. There are many 
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unfortunate children who have bad 
examples set before them ; but where 
they have the Bible to tell them what 
is right and wrong, surely it shews 
that they have a very evil nature^ 
to prefer following the example of 
wicked people. 

Even birds may be taught to speak 
good words instead of bad ones; 
surely then children ought to shew 
that they are superior to birds, for 
being gifted with reason, they ought to 
shew a preference to good rather than 
evil words ; but all people, as well as 
children, when they are earnestly 
desirous of becoming good, will find 
that they are very ignorant and very 
sinful, and that they cannot com- 
mand a good thought, or perform a 
good action, or even avoid evil ones 
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of themselves. And they will find 
from experience, that they csm do 
little or nothing without praying to 
God for his assistance, to create in 
them clean hearts, and to renew a 
right spirit within them. And they 
will pray to him like King David, 
and say, ''Oh! God, set thou a 
watch hefore the door of my Ups> 
that I sin not with my tongue." 

An evil tongue's a bitter things 

It is inflam'd from hell 3 
In every word it bears a sting. 

To make the heart rebel. 

Ah, who can stop this thing of sin. 
What can controul its course 3 

With bit may it be bridled in, 
And curbed like the horse. 

Yes, he who made us, he can cure 

The evils which we hate ; 
His help, his strength, is ever sure 

If we repent, though late. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



58 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 



ON HOLINESS. 

St. Luke, Chap, xviii. verse 16. 

** Suffer little Children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not.** 

I CONCLUDE all children desire to he- 
come good and holy, and I dare say 
they would like to know how to he- 
come so. Now the Bihle tells us, that 
the only way is to helieve in Jesus 
Christ ; for that he is able and wil- 
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ling to put good thoughts or grace 
into our hearts, to keep us from doing 
evil. Jesus Christ is God's own Son ; 
and when God sent him into the 
world, he promised, for his sake, to 
forgive the sins of all the people, 
whom he taught to he good ; hut 
Jesus Christ makes nohody good un- 
less they believe in him ; indeed it 
would be impossible to be so. I sup- 
pose you all think or say that you do 
believe in him ; but are you sure of 
it ? Jesus Christ himself says, if ye 
believe in me, keep my command- 
ments. The Bible tells us, that if 
Christ had not suffered, and died for 
us, God woidd not have forgiven us; 
and the devil woidd have had power 
over us, as he had over Adam and 
Eve. But Jesus Christ left heaven, 
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where he was so happy, and lived 
upon earth, perfectly holy, and died 
upon the cross, and was huried, and 
rose again the third day, and ascended 
up into heaven. And he sends grace 
or good thoughts continually into our 
hearts, when we pray to him for help; 
this grace makes us holy ; and when 
we are holy, we shall he received into 
heaven, for Christ's sake. But many 
children think that it is hy their own 
efforts that they become holy ; this 
is quite a mistake ; the Bible teUs us 
in an hundred different places, that 
it is Jesus Christ who makes us good, 
by giving us a good spirit. A child 
who is really desirous of good, will 
use every means to become holy, 
such as going to church, praying in 
private, reading the scriptures, &c.; 
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and when they intend to do any 
good thing, they will do it imme- 
diately ; and he thankful to God for 
putting good thoughts into their 
minds, and pray that the Spirit 
of God which inspired them, may 
not he taken away ; for when people 
resist the good thoughts which are 
put into their hearts, it is a proof 
that Christ is angry with them, and 
permits those good thoughts to he 
changed. Oh, it is a terrible thing 
to he left with our hearts fiUed only 
with evil thoughts and desires : then 
children think evil, do evil, and wiU 
reap the reward of evil, unless they 
repent sincerely, and prevail by prayer 
with God, for Christ's sake, to restore 
his good and holy Spirit again unto 
them. Surely it is very ungrateful 
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in children not to strive to become 
Jioly, when Christ is so desirous to 
make them so ; and suffered a pain- 
ful death for their sakes. 

The only way we can please Christ 
is, by believing in him ; and if we 
beUeve in him we must be holy. — 
Surely we cannot think of all that he 
has done for us, without loving him 
very much : he came down from hea- 
ven, where he was so happy ; he was 
bom in ^a stable, and was poor and 
low all the time he was upon earth ; 
he allowed himself to be crucified, 
and fastened to the cross, with nails 
through his hands and feet, and hung 
there in pain and agony till he died ; 
and all for our benefit. Oh, what a 
shame it is to any person not to love 
him with all their heart, and not to 
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do every thing which he desires them 
to do, when he loved them so much. 
People may pretend to love Jesus 
Christ ; but he tells us in the Bible 
that the only way we can shew our 
love to him is by keeping his com- 
mandments. How delightful it will 
be to get to Christ in heaven. Jesus 
Christ will there open the door to all 
who have attended to his instruc- 
tions, and who, consequently, are 
made holy, and he will let them in ; 
but when the unbelieving wicked 
people come and want to enter, he 
will say, go away, I know you not ; 
no person that is unholy can come to 
my kingdom. You believed not in 
me, or I by my power would have 
made you holy, and fit to dwell in 
heaven. . 
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Come little children unto me^ 

Jesus kindly cries ; 
And placing them upon his knees^ 

Directs them to the skies. 

Oh, listen to my warning voice. 
And quit the paths of sin ; 

Then I will over you rejoice. 
And you the prize shall win. 

Believe in me, and cast out fear, 
I'll be your stay and shield ; 

Holy and happy you'll appear. 
Nor e*er to sin will yield. 
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ON IDLE CURIOSITY. 
1 Timothy, Chap. v. verse 13. 

'^ And withal they learn to he idle, 
wandering about from house to 
house ; and not only idle hit tattlers 
also, and busy bodies, speaking 
things which they ought not.*' 

Idle curiosity and a desire of useful 
knowledge are two very different 
things; and I have often observed 
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that children, whose minds are taken 
up with trifling things, seldom be- 
come wise men and women ; and, 
what is still worse, this prying idle 
disposition follows them even when 
they read the Bible, and they will 
be more occupied with the compara- 
tively Uttle things which that blessed 
book contains, than with the great 
and more important ones. For ex- 
ample, a child of this disposition will 
be more desirous to know what kind 
of looking reptile the serpent was, 
than to know what he said to Eve, 
and how he tempted her. And they 
wiU be wondering if the •apples in 
the garden of Eden were like the 
apples they see in other gardens, in- 
stead of thinking that this apple is 
called the forbidden fruit, because 
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God had commanded Adam and Eve 
not even to touch it ; and they will 
probably wonder why Eve could do 
such a thing, and probably think 
that, in similar circumstances, they 
would have been incapable of such 
an act of rebellion, instead of reflect- 
ing upon that promise in which we 
are all so much interested, '' that 
the seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent's head;" which means, 
that Jesus Christ, who was to be 
bom of the Virgin Mary, would 
crush the Devil, so that he should 
have no power to hinder man from 
obeying God, and believing in Jesus 
Christ, and going to Heaven. Curi- 
ous children will also wonder what 
sort of bells they were which hung 
round Aaron's robe, instead of think- 
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ing who Aaron was, and of the great 
High Priest Jesus Christ, whose office 
in Heaven he nS^sented upon earth. 
They will alsomusemore on the golden 
lions that were on the steps of Solo- 
mon's throne, than employ theirminds 
in meditating upon the wisdom of 
that great king whom God had made 
wisei'than any that had lived before 
him, or that should Uve after him. 
And some curious children will go 
still further, and be thtiiking of what 
sort of thing the cross on which 
Christ was crucified was made, in- 
stead of admiring the wondrous love 
of him who himg upon it. Every 
thing in the Bible is useful to be 
known ; but there are some things 
in it in themselves more important 
than others, and these essential 
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points will be what children, who 
are anxious about useful knowledge, 
will seek first ^to become acquainted 
with. 

Many children do not know what 
is meant by idle curiosity — it is seek- 
ing to become acquainted with what 
Providence has intended to be con- 
cealed. It is prying into other peo- 
ple's affairs ; listening when you see 
people talking privately to each 
other; looking into boxes and let- 
ters which do not belong to us ; Hs- 
tening behind doors and curtains, 
and a variety of other mean contri- 
vances, which idle curiosity tempts 
us to. Some children look perfectly 
miserable if they think there is any 
secret going on in a family, with 
which they are unacquainted. Be- 
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sides the mean, contemptible na- 
ture of this fault, it has often led 
the unhappy culprit under its do- 
minion into various evils ; tempted 
by idle curiosity, they have some- 
times peeped into draw-wells, trying 
to see the bottom, and have fallen 
in headlong and been drowned. 
They have . sometimes endeavoured 
to touch machinery in mills, &c., 
with which they were unacquainted, 
and have been maimed or torn in 
pieces ; they have handled guns and 
other fire-arms, which have gone 
oflF and killed them. Little girls 
have tried if their wax dolls could 
stand heat, and have seen them 
melt away before their eyes at the 
fire. Some have ventured to taste 
powders, thinking they were sugary 
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which they were forbidden to touch, 
and have been taken ill and died. 
Some have plucked tempting look- 
ing berries, taking them for good 
fruit, and have been poisoned. 

Now all these fatal accidents would 
have been prevented, if curious chil^ 
dren had believed what their parents 
told them. I much fear there are 
many children who neither have 
faith in what their parents say, nor 
in what the Bible tells them ; and if 
children do not beheve the Bible 
they cannot believe in Jesus Christ ; 
for it is only in that book we hear 
any thing we can depend upon about 
Jesus Christ. I would that children 
would remember that idle curiosity 
is a great hindrance to real know- 
ledge, for there are few minds capa- 
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ble of attending to little and great 
things at once. There are some 
trifling things that are very impor- 
tant, but all trifling thiiigs are not 
important. An important trifler is 
generally a very contemptible cha- 
racter; but a wise child wiU seek to 
know about things that are really 
essential, and wiU perceive that true 
knowledge consists in knowing about 
God and Jesus Christ, whom he has 
sent to save us and make us holy, 
that we may be happy with him in 
Heaven through all eternity ! 

There are some things we shall not know 
Till time hath them reveal'd. 

Before the bud doth fully blow 
The seed lies close conceard. 

To pry and peep throughout the day, 
And mark what others do. 
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To hear a part of what they say. 
And mingle false with true. 

This, sure, is idleness at best. 

The busy-body's sin, 
Twere better if our thoughts could rest 

On what goes on within. 
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ON SLOTH. 

Proverbs, Chap. xxvi. verse 16. 

*' The slothful hideth his hand in his 
bosom; it grieveth him to bring it 
again to his mx)uthJ^ 

Sloth or laziness is much the same 
thing. Indolence is different from 
idleness; for a child may be very 
active and very industrious in mis- 
chief, or in trifling, which is idle- 
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ness. A slothful person does nothing; 
he is too indolent even to do mischief; 
he likes to sleep ; and if he cannot 
sleep all day, to lie in bed doing 
nothing ; or if by chance he does get 
up, he will do nothing but saunter 
about in such a manner as to occa- 
sion himself the least possible ex- 
ertion. Idle children are as if bound 
with chains, which they do not wish 
to break; and they are neither ca- 
pable of being of use to themselves, 
nor to any one else ; for sloth is like 
rust, it hurts our own properties, and 
prevents us being of use to others ; 
it is Uke'an armed man, and one 
whose chains it is almost impossible 
to shake off by our own energies ; 
but if a child, who has any desire to 
be useful, feels this dreadful enemy 
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coming upon him, he will pray to 
(Jod to enahle him to keep it off, 
that he may not be like the mipro- 
fitable servant, *' who was sent into 
outer darkness." 

If we read the Bible with atten- 
tion, we shall there see that God re- 
quires of us *' to be active and diU- 
gent, and to use our talents, and 
every power of body and mind which 
he has given us, for his glory." How 
then can a child who believes this be 
slothful, and indolent, and idle. God 
wishes to make all his creatures 
happy; therefore he would have them 
holy, for without holiness there can 
be no happiness. Slothful children 
are never happy ; they are ever fiill 
of lassitude, and weariness of body 
and mind, and often, from want of 
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exercise and activity, fall into bad 
health, and bring upon themselves 
painM diseases. In this world no 
slothftd person ever conies to honour; 
all their substance is wasted. People 
may throw away money, and yet get 
more ; but time, which is the most 
valuable of all things, can never be 
restored. The king can promote us 
to honour and riches, but he cannot 
give us one moment of time ; and 
there is nothing consumes time more 
than sloth. 

The Bible says, that if we wish to 
do right, we must deny ourselves, 
and not do what we would wish to 
do, but do what the Bible tells us is 
right. When a child feels inclined 
to be slothful, he should immediately 
start up, and strive to occupy him- 
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self in some useful occupation ; and 
every time he makes such exertion, 
he will feel it more easy to be active 
the next time his exertions are re- 
quired ; for '' if we resist the devil, 
he will flee from us." 

The first time we commit a bad 
action it is very painful to us, and 
our consciences will probably re- 
proach us ; the next time it is pro- 
bably not so painful ; but when often 
repeated, it becomes what is very 
properly called a bad habit, and re- 
quires great exertion and watchful- 
ness to be got the better of; indeed no 
no bad habit can be overcome with- 
out our beingvery desirous to get rid of 
it, and praying much to God for help, 
and strength, and grace. When chil- 
dren once know that they have ac- 
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quired any evil habit, such as sloth, 
and are, truly anxious to get rid of 
it, although the first attempt may be 
found difficult, perseverance will ren- 
der their task gradually more easy, 
and they will at length find,, that 
from being slothful, indolent, and 
useless, they will be changed into 
active, diligent, and useful children, 
improving themselves and others. 
But even if giving up being slothful 
were as painful and difficult to them 
as it would be " to pluck out one of 
their eyes," or to cut off one of 
their hands, they should still make 
the exertion ; for what would all the 
indulgencies of this world avail, if 
we were to be punished in the next, 
and made to dwell with the devil 
and his angels. But I hope a different 
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Now this is very wicked, and quite 
the reverse of doing as we would be 
done by. A good child is sorry to 
see another child wicked, and will 
strive to make him better ; he will 
not tell of his neighbour's faults 
until he becomes so perverse that it 
would be wrong to conceal them. — 
When a good child sees a bad one 
doing wrong, he will say to himself, 
how vexed I feel to see that child 
offending God by saying or doing that 
wicked thing ; how ugly it is to be 
wicked ; I hope I shall not follow his 
example ; yet if I had not been cor- 
rected, perhaps I might have done the 
same, or worse. I will go and speak to 
him, and tell him how wrong it is to 
behave in that manner ; but I will not 
speak of his faults to Qthers, for that 
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would be perhaps sharing his crime. 
TTie well-behaved child will then go 
to the boy or girl who has been 
wicked, and when no one else is near 
to see or hear him, he will say, ** I 
am sorry to hear you use these 
wicked words, or do that evil thing. 
I hope you wiU leave off, and pray 
ta God to pardon you, and keep you 
from ever doing so again." But the 
wicked child will probably be angry, 
and answer '' They were not wicked 
words ! I shall say what I like, and 
what I please. Look to yourself, I 
am as good as you." For bad chil- 
dren seldom confess that they are 
wrong ; indeed they invariably think 
themselves in the right, for they 
are always proud and self-oonceited ; 
but the good child will answer mildly, 
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y I know that I am not so good as I 
ought to be, but I am striving to 
become better. And if you will 
read your Bible, you wiU find that in 
this instance you have been wrong. 
I will not mention your faults, be- 
cause I do not think that would be 
right ; but God knows what you have 
done without beiiig told, and he will 
punish you, either now or hereafter, 
unless you repent, anddo so no more." 
A wicked child looks as if he felt 
happy when he has seen another 
child commit a fault, and runs im- 
mediately to tell of it, that he may 
rejoice in seeing him punished ; but 
what a mean and wicked disposition 
this conduct shews. Good children 
must know very well that they have 
much to blame in themselves, and 
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the Bible tells them, that they should 
first *' pluck out the beam from their 
own eye, that they may see more 
clearly how to pluck the mote from 
their brother's eye"; which means, 
that people should be very careful to 
correct their own faults, before they 
speak of those of their neighbours ; 
for nothing can be more ridiculous 
than blaming that in another, of 
which we are guilty ourselves. A 
good child always feels vexed when 
he sees another do wrong, and tries 
to make him good, and would rather 
conceal the fault than see him pu- 
nished. It is no wonder that good 
children feel sorry when they see 
others wicked ; for they know that all 
those who commit sin must be un- 
happy, although they may escape 
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direct pTinislimeiit, and even get 
every thing they can desire ; for God, 
who can make every one happy, 
makes none so but those he makes 
good ; and all those who believe and 
obey what is written in the Bible 
about his only beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, he will certainly make good 
and happy, both here and hereafter. 

Whene'er I see my neighbour sin, 
I will not haste to make it known ; 

But privately his house within, 
I'll tell his fault to him alone. 

For why should I delight to tell. 
What I would grieve if told of me ; 

I will rejoice when one does well. 
And mourn whene'er a fault I see. 

For all are weak and apt to fall, 
If not restrained by grace divine ; 

Let me think others' faults are small, 
Compared ynth what I feel are mine. 
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AGAINST IDLENESS. 

Proverbs^ Chap. vi. verse 6. 

^^ Go to the ant, thou sluggard; con- 
sider her ways, and be wiseJ^ 

I CONCLUDE all children have heard 
of the great king Solomon, whom 
God was pleased to make wiser than 
any man who had ever lived, or 
should live after him. He wrote and 
said so many wise things, that they 
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were written down for the instruction 
of all the world, and are called, in 
the Holy Scriptures, The Proverbs 
of Solomon. One of these proverhs I 
have chosen for my text, " Go to the 
ant , thou sluggard ; consider her ways , 
and be wise." Now I am sorry to say 
there are too many children who are 
sluggards, that is, who are lazy and 
idle ; some lying in bed so long as to 
lose all inclination to rise; others 
taking a much longer time to learn 
their lessons than is necessary, and 
thus wasting their own time as well as 
that of their teachers ; others never 
doing any thing they are desired to 
do quickly or well : and some, if they 
were allowed, would play or lounge 
about the whole day, never learning 
or doing any thing. Such children 
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are the sluggards alluded to in the 
text, and they never can become wise 
or useful; on the contrary, ignorance 
will increase with their age, and all 
the good and wise will avoid them, 
even the little ants, insects smaller 
than flies, would be ashamed of them 
if they possessed reasoning powers. 
Most children, I expect, have seen 
ants ; they are very curious little in- 
sects, and so industrious that they 
never waste their time, as other in* 
0ects appear to do, nor employ it in 
idleness and pleasure, but are busily 
engaged in the simimer gathering 
straw to make their houses dry and 
warm, and laying up grains of com, 
and other food, to eat during the 
winter ; and even when the burthen 
appears too large for them to Hiove, 

I 3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



90 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 

they never leave it until the task is 
accomplished, and their bam is full. 
Ants must be very industrious, for 
we are told in the Bible to *' consider 
her ways." This is very honourable 
to them, and sluggards should feel 
much shame when they are told to 
learn to be industrious from the very 
insects they tread under their feet. 
This should not make the sluggard 
angry, but rather induce that kind 
of shame which would make them 
feel desirous of being useful. It is 
not expected that children should 
gather straw for their lodging, or 
grain for their food, for they have a 
father in heaven who is ever watchful 
for them, if they strive to be good ; 
but it is expected that they should 
be obedient to their teachers, and 
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learn to read, write, and spell, and 
employ their time in useful pursuits, 
always determining to do every thing 
required of them, to the best of their 
ability, and then they may become 
clever children, and grow up in wis- 
dom ; or if they should not be quite 
so clever as others, habits of in- 
dustry wiU always make them useful 
and beloved. 

If idle children would but resolve 
to employ themselves, they would 
soon find employment to be a great 
blessing. The dread of learning is 
like that of staking medicine. Chil- 
dren think of the taste without con- 
sidering the good that is to be efiected 
by its use ; and some will not take it 
at all until forced, even though it may 
be necessary to save their lives. Now 
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if they would but resolve to take it 
at once, they might find the taste not 
so bad as they expected, and, in 
many cases, be pleased with the fla- 
vour, and rewarded for their resolu*^ 
tion. It is just the same with learn* 
ing ; that which appears difficult soon 
becomes easy, and the reward is great 
and certain. How deUghtful it must 
be for children to read the many sto-r 
ries that are written for them ; how 
c^nxious should they be to be able to 
read the Scriptures, and learn from 
them how to become good and holy^ 
and pleasing in the sight of their 
Maker ! How pleasant to trace the 
history of all the great men and good 
children who have lived before them I 
Is not this more than a sufficient re*- 
ward for any trouble they may take ? 
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And do not the thousands who read 
and write, provie that the difficulties 
are not so great as they expect? 
No, my dear children, it wants but 
the industry and perseverance of the 
little ant to accomplish all this : con- 
sider its ways, watch its difficulties, 
and profit by its example. It is de- 
jsirable to be wise, as wisdom leads to 
goodness; for it is only those who 
are really good who are really wise. 
We know what wonderful things 
have been done by those who were 
industrious in their youth, and who, 
as they grew older, built ships for 
crossing the sea, balloons to ascend 
in the air, and diving bells to bring 
up the treasures of the deep ; others 
have made watches for telling the 
hours, and telescopes to view the 
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beauties of the heavens ; but none of 
these things have been done by the 
sluggard; he has wasted the talent 
entrusted to him, and cannot go to 
heaven ; for God will expect that the 
talent he has given shall be improved 
— ^not thrown away. 

God gave the sluggard eyes to read 
with, ears to hear with, and a mind 
to understand ; yet he has been full 
of idleness and sloth all his life, and 
these blessings have been thrown 
away. Children should therefore be 
diUgent in their employment, anxious 
to excel, and determined in good. 
Industrious children aTe always the 
most happy, whether at work or play. 
It is the sluggard who is dull and 
heavy, weary even of his pleasures, 
and tired of himself. Do you then 
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my beloved children, learn, like the 
ant, to be industrious, and so employ 
your time here as to insure that hap- 
piness hereafter, which can only be 
insured by being able (if the power 
is offered you) to read that Book 
which tells you that Jesus Christ, 
who, as he was the^wisest of children, 
was the best of men, and who, in his 
own beautiful, holy, and enticing 
language, has said, *' Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven." 

Turn all ye idle ones and see, 

Blush and look down with shame 5 

Look at the ant, look at the bee^ 
And profit by their fame. 

Vour hands were made for useful work. 

Your eyes for use were given ; 
iTour tongues were made to speakthetruth^ 

And praise the Lord of Heaven. 
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ON OBSTINACY. 

Proverbs, Chap, xiii., verse 18. 

^^ He that regardeth reproof shall be 

honoured.'' 

Almost all children are apt to think 
themselves in the right when they 
are reproved, and that those who 
reprove them are in the wrong ; and 
if this false opinion continues, they 
are very apt to become obstinate. 
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Obstinacy in itself is a very un- 
happy kind of feeling, and should 
never be encouraged; it is a deter- 
mination to do what we have said we 
would do, and not to do what others 
desire us to do, whether it be right 
or wrong. It is astonishing how 
long obstinate children will hold out, 
when they have determined to have 
their own will, and what punish- 
ments they will endure rather than 
do right. It looks as if the devil 
had them prisoners, and would not 
permit them to do what they are de- 
sired. They think that they are 
free, and doing just what they please, 
whereas they are perfect slaves to 
their own will, or something worse. 
The Bible says, that when we do evil 
' ' we are the servants of sin. " What a 
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mean thing it is to be the servant of 
sin, to be obliged to sin, whenever 
the evil desire is put into onr minds 
by the devil. When a wicked ob- 
stinate child has made a determina- 
tion not to do what its parents or 
teachers desire it to do, I have 
known it suffer confinement, the 
rod, want of food, loss of character, 
every thing that is painful and disa- 
greeable, rather than obey God, who 
has told us in the Bible, to confess 
our faults, and to obey our parents, 
and those who are set over us, in all 
things which are not contrary to the 
laws of God : but the cause of obsti- 
nacy and every other sin is unbelief. 
We do not believe that the Bible is 
the word of God, and that we are 
naturally sinfiil ; for if we believed 
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that we were sinful, we should seek to 
become better, and finding onr efibrts 
fail, we should read the Bible, which 
tells us that it is only Christ who can 
help us, and believing in this, we 
should cry to him, and he would 
enable us to become holy, happy, 
and good. What a place of confu- 
sion heaven would become, suppos- 
ing that every one was permitted to 
obey liis own will, which is obsti- 
nacy, instead of obeying the will of 
God. — God is the author of order, 
not of confusion ; if God was to do 
what too many children wish that he 
would do — allow us to do what we 
please, and never mind whether we 
are right or wrong — ^this would be 
confusion, for it would be God doing 
what we think right, instead of our 
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doing what God thinks right. But 
God, who is the judge of all the 
earth, will surely do right. He has 
given us the Bihle to tell us what is 
his will, and he will never alter the 
words of that Bible to please any 
wicked man, or obstinate child that 
lives. God cannot lie ; he has said 
in his book that he will punish sin, 
and he has told us in that book what 
sin is. 

It is our own fault, therefore, if 
we do not know what God wishes us 
to do, and doing the contrary, we 
must be punished; for God will 
never say that his own book, the 
Bible, is not true : and all that he 
has said in that book that he will do, 
shall certainly be done. Oh ! if ob- 
stinate children would but reflect 
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upon all this, they would not trust 
to their own foolish hearts that they 
were right, but they would gladly 
listen to the advice of their parents 
and teachers, and compare their in- 
structions with the Bible! And if 
they were in real perplexity about 
what is right, they would pray to 
Almighty God, who would hear them 
for Christ's sake, and put into their 
hearts all he would have them do. 

If I have^ then^ a wicked will, 
Which ever leads me on to sin, 

Why should I then obey it still. 
And fear no evil from within. 

'Tis children's duty to obey 

All that is good which teachers tell. 
And humbly seek, throughout the day. 

To look to heaven and flee from helh 
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But perverse is our nature stilly 

Without God's help we can do nought; 

But he can us with goodness fiU^ 

For he our righteousness has bought. 
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ON THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF TALENT. 

Matthew, Chap. xxv. verses 28 & 29. 

" Take therefore the talent from him, 
and give it unto him which hath 
ten talents. For unto every one that 
hath shall be given, and he shall 
have abundance : but from him that 
hath not shall be taken away even 
that which he hath,'' 
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This text is part of a parable which 
Jesus Christ delivered to his dis- 
ciples. A parable was a story 
told by him, which was afterwards 
explained to his disciples for their 
and our instruction. That from 
which I take my text is this: — ^There 
was a certain rich man, who had a 
number of servants, and he was 
going to travel far from home: he 
therefore gave his servants charge of 
aU his goods, and entrusted to them 
certain talents ; to the first he gave 
five, to a second two, and to a third 
one, and he told them to make the 
best use of them during his absence. 
The man who received the five 
talents, so properly employed them, 
that on his master's return the five 
had increased to ten ; he that had 
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two, by his industry doubled them 
also ; but he that had but one, so 
neglected that which he had, as to 
have rendered it totally useless; that 
is, he was inattentive to his master's 
interest, and most probably spent 
his time in idleness and dissipation. 
After a long time the master re- 
turned home, and calling his ser- 
vants before him, asked them what 
they had done with his money? 
When he that had been entrusted 
with five talents said, Master, I have 
made them ten. And his master 
replied, Because thou hast been sp 
honest and industrious, and used so 
well a few things, thou shalt be made 
a ruler over many things. The ser- 
vant that had doubled the two talents 
lent to him. was also praised, and 
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promised to be made ruler over many 
things; but he that had but one 
talent entrusted to him, and was so 
idle that he buried it in the ground, 
was punished not only by having the 
talent taken from him, and given to 
him that had ten, but he was put 
into a dark prison, where, as the 
Scriptures tell us, there was weeping, 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth. — 
This parable means, that God is our 
master, and that he gives us all 
talents ; and he will ask us, in the 
next world, what we have done with 
them ; and if we have not made a 
good use of them, we shall also be 
sent to the dark prison. 

Talents mean all the different op- 
portunities that are given us of being 
good, and of doing good. We should 
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always be trying to do good. Chil- 
dren should learn all that is told 
thenir by their parents or teachers 
with zeal ; and if they are clever, 
they must remember that ability 
is a talent given them by God, to be 
used to his glory; and if children 
do not try to be useful, they arq not 
using the talents entrusted to them. 
Idle children are just like the man 
who hid his talent in the napkin. 
They could learn their lessons if they 
would, but they will not take the 
trouble. They hide their talent, 
though they are forbidden in the 
Bible to do so ; so that, instead of 
becoming good and useful, they will 
grow naughty and stupid ; and even 
if they should afterwards desire to 
learn, they wUl not be permitted; 
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for their talents wiU have been taken* 
away from them, while children who 
are perhaps dull, but who try to use 
their best exertions, will find them- 
selves grow wiser and better every 
day, and they will soon find all their 
tasks easy ; for God will give them 
more talents, if they have made a 
good use of those that they had. No 
child has the least cause to be proud 
of being good, but all should be 
grateful to God for having made them 
so, and try all they can to serve him, 
and be useful to their fellow crea- 
tures. God makes every body as he 
pleases, and gives thepoi what he 
pleases, and puts them into any 
coimtry or place he chooses ; some 
he makes black, some brown, some 
yellow ; and some he makes so very 



d by Google 



ON TALENT. 109 

clever that they can do almost every 
thing well, whilst others perhaps 
have more confined abilities. But 
God, who knows exactly what every 
person can do, will be very angry 
with those who do not do all they 
can; and when they die, he will say 
to them, what good have you done 
with the tcdentis I gave you? Why 
have you not done more than those 
whose opportunities have been less ? 
Your punishment will be greater, 
for to whom much is given of them 
much is expected. Some children 
God makes very rich, and some very 
poor : the rich should learn to spend 
their money in doing good, for God 
can take their riches away from them 
and give it to those who will make a 
better use of it. Time is also a great 
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talent, for without time we can do 
nothing. Some people live a Iqmg 
time, Bfkd some people die w^^n they 
are young. But God ydU say to one, 
you have had time for six years to 
be good, what have yovi done ? To 
another, you have been in the world 
twenty years, what good hav^ you 
done ? And to another be will say, 
you have had time for eighty years, 
what good have yqu done? TH^en 
they will either he made happy 
people in heaven, or they will go to 
hell to be miserable for ever. I am 
sure, children, you will try to be 
good, and to use your talents so as 
to please God ; but I know you will 
think you are not sure what talents 
you have, and that if you knew you 
would make the best use of them 
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you could. But if you will pray to 
God to teslch you what is good he 
will do it, and you should be always 
thinking and trying to find out, your- 
selves, what good you can do, either 
by your ability, your time, or your 
money. Every person, whether rich 
or poor J clever or dull, may be good, 
and should always try to become 
betler; and they should try to make 
their brothers aaid sisters, and every 
person they know the same, and al- 
ways be employed in good works, 
for fear they should become Uke the 
improfitable servant who was cast 
into outer darkness. 

How doth the little busy bee, 
Improve each shining hour, 

And gather honey all the day 
From every op'ning flower. 
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How skilfully she builds her cell. 
How neat she spreads her wax. 

And labours hard to store it well 
With the sweet food she makes. 

In works of labour or of skill 

I would be busy too ; 
For Satan finds some mischief still 

For idle hands to do. 

In books^ or work, or healthful play. 
Let my first years be past. 

That I may give for every day 
Some good account at last* 
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ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Luke, Chap. xi. verse 2. 
** Oar Father which art in Heaven^'' 

This text, I dare say, you all know 
very well, as it is the beginning of 
that prayer all children should be 
taught ; and when they are able to 
read they will find it in the Bible, in 
the 1 1th chapter of Luke, where we 
are told that Jesus Christ taught his 
disciples to say it. Many children 
sa.y it, and repeat the words very 
well ; but I much fear that many of 
them do not know their meaning, or 
what is worse, do not consider what 
they are saying. Now this Sermon 
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is intended to teach children the 
meaning of the Lord's Prayer. 

In the first place, then, say " Our 
Father which art in heaven." Chil- 
dren all know that they have, or 
have had a father upon earth, who 
takes care of them, and gives them 
meat and clothes. But he is only 
their father for a little while, when 
they are in this world. But their 
greatest father, the father of their 
father, everybody's father, is God* 
He Uves in heaven, and sees all his 
children at once, though none of 
them can see him. 'Tis to God we 
speak when we say, *' Our Father 
which art in heaven/' 

Since Grod is our father we must 
take care to love him very much, 
and to do every thing he desires us. 
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They are thought very bad childrea 
who do not obey their parents whom 
they live with here, but it is much, 
worse not to obey their Father which 
is in heaven ; for he is much better 
than any parent upon earth ; and if 
they do not obey him he wiU not . 
take them home to be his children 
in heaven when they die. 

This world is like a school, where 
people are sent to learn to be good 
or holy, because they cannot live 
with their Father in heaven, unless 
they are holy. I know some of you 
think, how can you obey God when 
you never heard him speak; nor ever 
saw him, and don't know what he 
wants you to do ? Now you know 
Jesus Christ, who knew God quite 
welU for. he was. God's son,, and 
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staid with him always in heayen, lie 
has told us to do every thing that is 
good^ and has forhidden us to do any 
thing that is bad > and when we are 
able to read, the Bible tells us what 
is good and what is bad ; and until 
we can read, we must ask our pa- 
rents, or any kind person we know^ 
to tell us, and our Father in heaven 
will teach us what is good if we pray 
to him. 

After we say \' Our Father which 
art in heaven," we say, ''Hallowed 
be thy name," which means; oh I 
keep us from swearing or saying bad 
words, or making sport of any thing 
God has called good. 

Then we say, '* Thy kingdom 
come." God's kingdom is the king-^ 
dom of Christ. We pray that every 
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body may become good Christians^ 
therefore we must be good our- 
selves, and try to make all the chil- 
dren we know good ; and when we 
see any of them doing bad things, 
we must forbid them. 

The next thing we say is, *' Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven." That is, we pray that 
every body may learn to serve and 
obey God, like the angels in heaven, 
who do every thing that God wishes 
them to do. " Give us this day our 
daily bread." That is, give us this^ 
day our meat and our clothes, and 
all that we need. Some of you 
think that it is your parents or friends 
who buy you your meat, and all 
those things out of shops with money; 
but it is. God who gives, us every 
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thing ; for if he did not make the 
clouds to rain, the oorn wotdd not 
grow, ^d there wotdd be no brebd 
nor vegetables, and the Cattle and 
sheep would die for want of food; 
so there would be no beef nor mutton 
to eat, nor wool to make clothes. 
In short, God takes care of every 
thing or we should have nothing. 
*' Give us this day our daily bread," 
also means, give us grace and good 
thoughts every day from heaven, 
which is the meat of our souls, to 
make us good. 

** Forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against 
us." This means, forgive us what- 
ever we have done that is wicked, as 
we forgive every body that does any 
bad or iU-natured thing to us ; for if 
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we punish and hate pec^e that are 
bad to us, God nill not forgiTe us 
the faults which/vre commit so often 
i^gainst him; theardfore we must take 
gi^eat care never to he revengeful, 
I have heard many children say, 
when others have broken their play** 
things^ or beat them, I will do the 
same to them. Now that is being 
very naughty, and doing what God 
forbids^ And I have also heard chil* 
<Jrea say, I will not give that boy or 
girl any thing I have, because they 
refused to give me something they 
had. 

Now these children could never 
have heard the Bible read, or they 
would have known that such con- 
duct was wrong, because the Scrip- 
ture tells us that every good child 
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would desire to do what is right, 
whether other children do so or not* 

*'And lead us not into tempta- 
tion.'* That means y may God keep 
us from playing with bad childrelii 
for fear we should copy their ex- 
ample; or from wishing to do any 
thing that is bad. " But deliver us 
from evil ;" which means, keep the 
Devil from putting bad thoughts into 
our heads ; and if he would lead us 
to do any bad thing, do thou O Lordj 
keep us from doing it. 

" For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever." This means, that we 
know that God is the greatest of all 
beings, and able to do all that we 
ask ; indeed able to do every thing; 
and that he is the wisest, and best, 
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as well as the greatest of beings, and 
and that he wiU live for ever and ever. 
, We, too, shall all live for ever, but 
our bodies must first die, although our 
souls never die ; and Gk)d will raise 
up our souls and bodies to live for 
ever and ever — ^the bad souls in the 
bottomless pit with its inhabitants, 
and the good souls in heaven with 
God. We have much need to be 
good, and to say our prayers atten- 
tively, that God may hear us, and 
make us good ; but if we merely say 
the words, without thinking of what 
we are saying, and to whom we are 
speaking, God will not hear us, but 
will turn away angry for mocking 
him, by pretending to say our 
prayers, when we are only repeating 
words without considering their pur- 
port. M 
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I hope, therefore, my dear chil- 
dren, that you will aU remember this 
Sermoii, md think of the meaning 
of ** Our Father," &c. &c. 

Oh, heavenly Father, hear our prayer. 

And lift our hearts to Thee ; 
iiQiOk graciously from heaven to earth. 

And UB thy children see. 

Soon may thy glorious kingdom come^ ^ 

Thy ntune all hallowed be ; 
As angels do thy will on high, 

Let us on earth serve Thee. 

Give us,, each day, our daily bread. 

Forgive our sins, O Lord; 
As we forgive the sins of those 

Who sin in deed or word. 

In evil ways, oh lead us not. 

Make Satan from us flee ; 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power. 

All glory be to Thee. 
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AGAINST ANGER. 

Genesis, Chap. iv. verse 8. 

" And Cain talked with Abel his hro^ 
ther : and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel his brother, 
and slew him." 

[See FrontLipieee.] 

This is the first murder that ever 
was committed in the world ; and it 
is shocking to think that it was oc* 
casioned hy the envy of one brother 
towards another. Envy is a passion 
the sons of Adam and Eve are all too 
apt to feel ; and as it leads to such 
dreadful consequences, they ought to 
pray very earnestly to God to preserve 
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them from it. It is very shocking to 
commit murder; it is so cruel, that 
none but a very wicked person could 
do it intentionally. But some people 
are very 'passionate, especially chil- 
dren, who often do that in a passion 
they would not otherwise have done. 
They sometimes throw stones which 
may kill people; and they throw one 
another down, and play many mis- 
chievous tricks, which might kill 
without their intending it. 
: Now it is a horrible thing to be in 
a passion, when such dreadful things 
are done in it. I have seen children 
catch flies and pull ofi* their wings, 
and kill them ; and I have seen them 
put their feet upon worms and in- 
sects that were doing no harm. 
"Piese. children are in a degree mur- 
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derers, and breakers of God's com- 
mandment, which says, '' Thou ahalt 
not kill." I have heard of boys tor- 
menting animals and birds, &c. — 
Now all these things are very cruel, 
end I fear that the children who 
do them when they are yoang 
will be very bad men and women 
when they are old. Cain was a bad 
boy, and became a bad man ; and a 
bad man will be the companion of 
the wicked one when he dies. I 
dare say Cain seldom used to obey 
his parents, and he hated his brother 
Abel. In short, Cain became worse 
and worse the older he grew; and as 
he was walking one day in the field, 
he rose np against his brother and 
killed him. Abel's soul was taken 
lip to heaven, and Adam and Ere 
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buried his body. Cain went away 
from the place, thinking that no-^: 
body would know his crime, and if 
any person asked him what was be-^ 
come of Abel, he meant to say he 
did not know ; for he was so bad a 
man, that he did not mind adding 
falsehood to his crime. 

Cain was very foolish ; for though 
he had often heard that God could 
see every body, he never beUeved it, 
but he heard a voice caUing to him, 
and saying, *' where is Abel, thy 
brother ?" He was much frightened, 
but answered, '^ I know not ! am I 
my brother's keeper?" But God 
told him that he had heard his bro- 
ther's cry, and that his blood sunk 
into the ground ; that the murderer 
might work as he liked, but nothing 
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would thrive that he planted; that 
no seed that he sowed would ever 
come up ; and that he must live by 
himself, for nobody could allow him 
to live with them, or speak to him 
again. And God put a mark upon 
him — I suppose it was done with 
lightning — that every person that 
met him might keep out of his way. 
Cain said his punishment was greater 
than he could bear, but he was 
obliged to submit, for God is the 
jnaster of all. 

. Cain must have had a wretched 
walk by himself; he must have been 
^raid to think of the crime he had 
committed. I dare say he always 
thought he saw poor Abel lying 
bleeding, and that his last dismal 
cries never departed from him. It 
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is a terrible thing to sin, for besides 
being punished in the next world it 
makes people so unhappy here. We 
hardly ever hear a good child cry- 
ing ; the reason of this is, that they 
have seldom any thing to cry for, 
because they are happy in the know- 
ledge of God*s love. 

The story of Cain and Abel teacher 
us, above all things, to fear being in 
a passion, lest we should, like wiek« 
ed Cain, become murderers, and reap 
the consequence of our guilt here 
and everlasting pxmishment here- 
after. 

It is easy to avoid being passionate 
(and to curb a hasty speech) ; when 
you feel inclined to passion take 
some cold water in your mouth, and 
keep it there some time, it will pre« 
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vent your speaking and using impru- 
dent words; or if, when you are 
angry, you cannot get water, count 
unto yourself tiU twenty, or even an 
hundred ; perhaps you will feel your 
rage quite go off. But the true way 
is to pray to God to help you, to 
keep yourself in order, which is a 
much more difficult thing to do, than 
to keep other people so. The Bible 
says, that '^ Greater is he that ruleth 
his own spirit than he that taketh a 
city/^ 

But if we believe the promises of 
God, and pray to him to hear us for 
the sake of Christ, we shall be heard, 
and restrained by his heavenly grace 
from eviL 
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ON THE POWER OF GOD. 

Genesis, Chap. i. verse 1. 

**Jw the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth.** 

Some persons often wonder where 
God is, and what he is like, and if 
any body ever saw him. I remem- 
ber when I was yonng I used to won- 
der also. Now the Only book that 
teUs US of God is the Bible, which 
all of you, I hope, have read* It is 
a very wise book, and true, so we 
may believe all that it contains. It 
tells us that God is very good and 
very wise, and that he can do aU 
things. 
You may have heard many won- 
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cterfiiil 8tork»/ wbiek afe not true, 
bist aU that tbe Bible tdls us about 
God is qiiite true. He can, and does 
do wonderful things continually. 
He made all the wcwrld, and every 
thing th^t is in it; and the sun, and 
the moon, and all the stars, which 
are worlds too : and he made every 
body; and what is very wonderful, 
be can see every body, although no- 
body can see him: and he looks 
into their hearts, and can tell what 
they are doing or thinking of. He 
can teU if you are thinking of your 
diversions at this mcmient, instead 
of minding what I am saying to 
you ; therefore you should all take 
care never to do, or say, or think 
any thing wrong. God is holy, and 
his Holy Spirit is grieved to see any 
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body wicked, because he cannot allow 
a wicked person to come into heaven, 
where all good people go after they 
die* 

The Bible says that heaven is a 
beautiful place, and that all the 
people there are very happy. There 
is never any weeping there, for no- 
body has any thing to weep for ; all 
that enter there are good and happy, 
and free from pain, sickness, quar- 
relling, or wearying, for no bad 
thing can get into heaven. 

Our Saviour says of children, 
(Matthew xviii. 10), that angels, wha 
always see God, are like to them; 
and I dare say they fly about, tuning 
their golden harps to his praise, and 
are so happy, that it is impossible 
for any one to imagine their hap- 
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piness* But notwithstanding all this 
some children are so foolish as to be 
wicked. 

Now the Bible tells us that there 
is a terrible place, which I do not 
like to speak of; it is full of bad 
people, wicked angels, and bad crea- 
tures of every kind, and the Devil 
lives there, and teaches them to be- 
come worse, that he may laugh at 
their miseries. There is nothing but 
dreadful fear dwelling there, and 
quarrelling lasts for ever and ever. 
The Devil is a very bad spirit, the 
very reverse of Grod. God wishes 
every body to believe and obey Jesus 
Christ, that they may become good, 
but the Devil wants every body to 
be wicked, and tries to make them 
so, that he may get them to his habi- 
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taJtion^ and eojay their tonnents for 
ever. I hope none of you wiU ever 
see him; but you must take great 
care, for he is very cunning, and 
constantly trying to make you bad, 
and teaching you to He, and to fight, 
and to do ev^y thing that is wrong ; 
andf above all, to prevent your be- 
Ueving in Jesus Christ: for whenever 
you do bad things you are obeying 
Satan, and making him happy. It 
is all our own fault if we obey him, 
afker we are told what is right ; and 
if we pray to Christ to save us, God 
wiU make us stronger than the De- 
vil, so that he will not be able to do 
us any harm. 

But I hope I need not say any 
more about such a bad creature, and 
that none of you will ever do what 
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he bids you, and that you mil leam 
to be good children, for good chil- 
dren make good men and women, 
and good men and women, whether 
old or young, are happy, and go to 
heayen.when they die, and see their 
God. It is never too late to belieye 
in Jesus Christ; but blessed are the^ 
little children who come to him! 

The world and all creation tell 

How wonderful, how great is God ! 

My heart and raptur'd feelings swell, 
And long to reach his blest abode. 

There little children dwell in joy. 

For there their Saviour's face they see; 

He who timv evil did destroy. 
And made the Devil from them flee* 
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ON PRIDE. 

Romans^ Chap. ix. verse 20. 

*' Shall the thing formed say unto him 
that formed it. Why ha^t thou made 
me thus ?*^ 

My dear Children, the subject of this 
discourse is the dreadful sin of pride ; 
it is that sin which prevents our being 
good more than any other. It is a 
most foolish thing, too, when we think 
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of it; for of what can we be proud ? 
we did not make ourselves; we 
are like vessels, which a potter 
makes as he pleases ; yet foolish chil^ 
dren do not reflect upon this, and 
are proud of many things, just as if 
they could do any thing themselves. 
Some are proud of their beauty. How 
foolish ! my text says, it would just 
be as sensible in a jar to- find fault 
with its maker, or to be proud of its 
being prettier than other jars, when 
it is the maker alone that may be 
proud. Nothing that is made should 
be proud ; and I suppose nobody 
would be so foolish as to say they 
made themselves , But some children 
think that though ]they may neither 
be proud of their beauty, nor of being 
clever, yet they may be proud of 
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being good. Now how can a proud 
person be good ? God made us all, 
and he made all the beasts of dif- 
ferent natures ; tygers and lions are 
fierce — and lambs and sheep are gen- 
tle ; but they are neither to be praised 
nor blamed. But children are very 
difierently formed ; they have all the 
choice of being good or bad; and 
their good God, whatever bad incli- 
nations they are bom with, will make 
them good, if they choose to do the 
things which he desires them to do j 
but they must not be proud of being 
good ; they must be thankful to God 
who shews them the way, and they 
must attend to all his directions, 
lest the Devil gets told of them, and 
makes them bad. How easily could 
God destroy children that do not en-' 
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deavour to be good, and make others 
better; but he gives them many trials, 
and does every thing to make them 
good, because he loves them. They 
are his own children: he loves every 
thing that he has made : and he is so 
holy, that he cannot bear bad people; 
so when people are not good, they 
cannot live with God. But the way 
to be good is to believe in Jesus 
Christ, and to obey his commands. 

If I had made my form and mind^ 

Then I'd have cause to harbour pride ^ 

For none so great and wise as I, 

I'd find throughout the world beside. 

But God alone the Maker is, 

Of all the body — all the mind ; 
But for his power I had been like 
' The atoms driven by the wind. 



d by Google 



140 SERMONS FOR CHILDREN. 



ON GLUTTONY. 
Philippians^ Chap. iii. verse 19. 

** Whose end is destruction; whose 
God is their belly. ^' 

The crime of gluttony in children 
is a desire to gratify their appe- 
tites at the expense of their health, 
and is directly forbidden by the 
Scriptures, Yet many are guilty 
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of this crime to a greater extent than 
the very beasts of the field, who 
never so eat as to make themselves 
ill. We all know how pleasant to 
the taste many things are ; but we 
should also recoUect that these deli- 
cacies are provided for our use, not 
our abuse ; and consider that when, 
by chance, we do indulge too much, 
it usually happens that the very in- 
dulgence of the pleasure carries with 
it its punishment. There are many 
children who, never repenting t)f this 
sin, Bre intemperate whenever an 
opportunity oflFers of being so- This 
is very wicked, for the Bible tells us 
we should not care what we eat or 
what we drink ; and children may 
be assured that their parents can but 
direct what is proper for their food. 
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and they should learn to be content 
with that which is offered them. — 
Some children are unfortunately «d 
fond of that which pleases their taste, 
that they would, if pennitted, eat 
imtil they were sick. Now to do this, 
is directly disobeying the commands 
of God, and, generally speaking, dis-^ 
obeying those who have the care of 
them. The plainest food is all that 
is necessary ; and God permits that 
we should eat and drink enough to en- 
sure comfort and health ; to do more 
is a siu'e way to destroy that bles- 
sing — ^for our food then becomes our 
poison. Children should therefore be 
thankful to God for having provided 
such food as is necessary to make 
them strong and healthy — for having 
provided them clothing for their bo- 
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(Jies— but stiH more thankful for 
having sent them food for their souls . 
When our blessed Saviour was 
himself a child^ he had not where to 
lay his head. His life began in sor- 
row ; for he was bom in a manger- 
was reared in fear — and hved to be 
the scorn of his fellow men. Yet he 
did not repine in his childhood, but 
so stored his mind with the know- 
ledge of Grod and his hoUness, that 
at twdve years old he disputed with 
the doctors in the temple, instead of 
considering what he should eat or 
what he should drink ; his thoughts 
were occupied in considering how 
he could best shew forth the glory of 
God. Obedientto his earthly parents, 
and glorying in his heavenly one, he 
grew from childhood to manhood 
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without repining at his miserable lot; 
Follow, then, my dear children, his 
blessed example, and *'eat and drink, 
and do aU things to the glory of God." 
Besides, I may say that children who 
are always eating never know the- 
pleasure of being hungry, and con- 
sequently never enjoy their food; 
and those, too, who are in the con^ 
stant habit of eating what are called 
nice things, soon lose the enjoyment 
of them, for they become in a short 
time common; whilst the children 
who are content with the plain and 
proper food that is allowed them, 
have much greater pleasure when 
they are permitted to indulge in the 
luxuries permitted by their instruc- 
tors. There are many children whose 
parents are so poor as scarcely to b^ 
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able to give them enough to satisfy 
their hunger; but Christ has told 
them to pray for their daily bread ; 
and if they trust in God, he will 
never leave them to perish for want 
of food ; for he that gave them life 
has said, '^ Is not the life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment." 

But those children to whom God 
has entrusted much, should not only 
be thankful to him for their plenty, 
but should gladly seize every oppor- 
tunity of repaying the blessing, by 
giving to those who have little ; and 
whilst they are enjoying all the 
luxuries of a rich repast, they should 
consider that there are many who, 
wanting the necessary food for life, 
would be glad to eat of the refuse 
they spurn at. Let me then, implore 
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tliose children who have nm^h to 
spare, of that much to give to those 
who have but Uttle ; and. let me beg 
of those who have that little, to be 
thankful for what is given them; 
whilst I would have them both recol- 
lect, that when Christ said, '* Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven," he spoke not 
to the rich or to the poor, to the 
pampered or the mean, but to those 
good children who worship God 
in holiness, and who, copying the 
example of the blessed Jesus, have 
been submissive to their instructors, 
meek and lowly, and of contented 
hearts. 

Remember then, my dear children, 
not to Uve to eat, but eat in this life 
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ctf I3i£ft food which can alone ensure 
your happiness in the life which is to 
come. 

How bountiful and good is God^ 
He all our wants supplies ; 

He will not turn away his ear 
From his poor children's cries. 

The "God who gave us life^ will sure 
Supply that life with food ; 

Who trusts in Him will ever find. 
He'll give them all that's good. 
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AGAINST LYING. 

Psalm ci. verse 7- 

** He that telleth lies shall not tarry 
in my sight J^ 

The Bible says that '* all liars have 
their portion in the lake of fire." If 
this be so, and it surely is, because 
it appears in the sacred volume, how 
dreadfully wicked aUar must be 1 and 
how much must he need repentance! 
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and a returning to God, who has been 
guilty of a crime to be so punished. 

Those children who are in the habit 
of constantly uttering untruths, can 
scarcely have heard of the text to 
this Sermon ; or if they have heard 
it, it must have been with unbe- 
lieving hearts. I am, therefore, most 
anxious to call their attention to it, in 
order that, if the love of true holiness, 
which consists in the desire to attain 
to all that is good, does not exist in 
their hearts, that the certain punish- 
ment which must await a continuance 
in the evil, mayhave the effect. I would 
have these children think not alone 
of the shocking pain that must ensue, 
but also of the horror of being for 
qver cast out from the presence of 
their heavenly Father, and his hosts 
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of angels. The punishment of this 
crime is also most clearly shewn in 
the Scriptm'es, even in this life, and, 
in many instances, immediately after 
the sin has been committed ; so that 
the crime must have been considered 
so great, even by our most merciful 
God, as not to allow the criminal 
time for repentance. Thus Gehasi, 
the servant of Elisha the Prophet, was 
covered with a leprosy, the most 
loathsome of all disdeises, the moment 
the falsehood was told, and the dis- 
ease could never be cured. Ananias 
and Sapphira were struck dead in a 
moment for lying, before the Apostle 
Peter, and thus had to appear before 
him who could not behold iniquity 
with the very lie in their mouths. 
And shall I be told that this may 
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not be your case ! Who can tell but 
that the very next lie you utter, you 
may not, like Ananias and Sapphira, 
be taken before the great Judge of 
all — and whom no lie can deceive. 
Consider this my dear children, and 
adhere to the truth ; so speak to-day 
that you may be believed to-morrow. 
Let not those around you have cause 
to say, I cannot tell when that child 
speaks the truth, he so often tells un- 
truths ; for be assured of this, the liar 
cannot be beheved, even though he 
may sometimes speak the truth. This, 
in itself, would be so great a punish- 
ment to a good child, that he would 
rather suffer any mortification than 
that of never being believed, or tohave 
his word always doubted. How terri- 
ble for a beloved parent to say to his 
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child — ^you tell me you love me— you 
say ybu love your brothers and sis- 
ters — ^but I cannot believe it ; I dare 
not believe any of your professions ; 
you are trying to deceive me by 
them, for lying is the brother of 
deceit, and the father is the wicke4 
one ; for he is called the father of 
lies, and it is his business to entice 
you to him by means of this his dar- 
ling sin. But oh ! learn to avoid the 
tempter ; recollect that his dwelling 
is that lake of fire, which must be 
yours also if you flee not from him. 
To do this eflFectually, you must pray 
fervently to God not to lead you into 
temptation, but to deliver you from 
evil. You must strive to forego that 
which you want, if you cannot pro- 
cure it but by deceit and falsehood. 
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You should recollect, that no plea* 
sure you could procure by such 
means, would at all pay for the pu- 
nishment hereafter. It cannot be 
necessary for me to point out to 
children in what lying consists ; the 
sin is unhappily too common not to 
be known. I would ask you, my dear 
children, have you not in many in* 
stances tried to hide a fault you had 
committed by a lie ? Have you not 
told falsehoods to gain that which 
you wanted, and which would have 
certainly been granted to you if it 
had been either necessary or proper? 
Have you not tried to gain bad ends 
by the bad means of telling untruths? 
Have you not broken promises you 
ought to have kept ; and have you 
not promised things you never in^- 

o 3 
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tended to perform? Have you not 
said, I will learn this lesson, or per- 
form that duty ; and instead of doing 
either, passed your time in idleness, 
and neglected both ? If so, all these 
things are lies, and open to the pu* 
nishment of liars. Look then, my 
dear children, weU to these things, 
and resolve to hold to the truth; 
consider how mean a thing it is to 
J)e an habitual story teller ; how you 
will be despised by the good, and 
hated by the evil ; for in this sin it 
happens that the evil carries its pu- 
nishment even with the evil one; 
for your very fellows in iniquity, 
knowing how deceitful a Uar must 
be, will place no confidence in you ; 
so that you perceive the liar not 
only loses the love of the good, but 
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gains the ill will of those who are his 
companions in wickedness. 

There are some children who per- 
haps tell falsehoods from fear ; — ^to 
isuch I would say, that the crime 
concealed is added to by the mode 
of concealment, and therefore be- 
comes doubled in the eyes of Him 
from whom no secrets are hid* Is 
it not much better for such to run 
the risk of the slight punishment 
which may follow the fault, than to 
run the greater risk of being punish- 
ed for ever ? Is it not clear that the 
crime is not removed because it is 
concealed, but rather that it is in- 
creased tenfold? It is impossible to 
say how much this great sin is to be 
deplored, when we consider that it is 
the forerunner of hypocrisy and de^ 
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ceit, and the ready agent of the most 
depraved and wicked; the erime 
that was committed by our first pa- 
rents, when they eat of the for- 
bidden fruit, was caused by a he, for 
the arch tempter said, '* Eat of this 
and you shall Uve !" so that in this, 
as in many other instances, the be- 
ginning of sin arose from falsehood^ 
and all mankind are now suffering 
from its effects ; and their dwelling 
would be altogether in the lake of 
fire, if they had not been redeemed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ, who died 
that he might atone for the crimes 
that have been occasioned by sin 
in this and every other form. Look 
then to the punishment that most 
likely would follow your committing 
sin here, and that which cannot be 
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avoided in the world to come; but, 
above all, look to the love God 
has shown to you, by sending his 
Son, and be Hot so ungrateful as 
to sin against him. Pray to God 
continually that he will be pleased 
to grant you his gtace, and that 
the Holy Spirit may plant in you 
the love of truth, through the me- 
rits of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
is not wiUing that one sinner should 
perish, but that all should come to 
him and be saved. 
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ON REVENGE. 

Romans^ Chap. xii. verse 19. 
'* Avenge not y ourselves. ^^ 

I SUPPOSE children all know what 
revenge is — ^it is doing evil to those 
that they think have done evil to 
them. It is giving a blow to a com- 
panion because he first gave one to 
you ; it is spoiling his plaything be- 
cause he spoilt yours ; it is mocking 
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him, and calling him had names, 
hecause he did so to you ; it is tell- 
ing of his faults hecause he told of 
yours ; in short, it is imitating the 
actions of a had child, instead of 
endeavouring to make him hetter hy 
good example. Now this is very 
wicked, and positively forbidden in 
the Bible. Surely children do not so 
often think of this as they ought to 
do, or they would not so frequently 
fall into this sin. I have seen chil- 
dren who never forget when another 
child has oflFended them, but watch 
for an opportunity to return the 
offence. Their parents and teachers 
sometimes restrain them, otherwise 
I should fear that we should see the 
effects of revenge oftener than we 
do ; and what fearful places would 
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nurseries and school-rooms become, 
if the passions of revengeftil children 
were not restrained sometimes by 
force ; for revengeful children, who 
only intend to do justice to them^ 
selves, generally do worse to the 
aggressor than was done to them. 
The heathens thought it right to 
be revengefid, and the more evil 
they could do to those who had in-- 
jured them, so much were they the 
better pleased. But surely children 
m these days would wish to behave 
like Christians, not like heathens, 
who are ignorant, and have not the 
advantages which they possess. 

Amongst the many advantages for 
which we ought to be thankful, is 
that of being bom in a christian coun- 
try ; we have the Bible to teach us 
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the will of God, and there we shall 
find many examples of good people 
returning good for eyil. Though 
Joseph's bretlu?en had taken him, 
and stripped him, and put him into 
a pit, and sold him as a slaye into 
Egypt, yet when he saw them there 
he loaded them with kindness, and 
only thought how he could do them 
good; and when David found Saul 
asleep in a cave, and all his people 
wi^hed him to put him to death, her 
cause he had often, wanted to kill 
Davids and indeed, was hunting for 
him in the woods, at that time, for 
that purpose, he would not do it, but 
prevented his. men from doing him 
any harm. AqcL our blessed Saviour 
has taught us to pray that God would 
forgive us our sins, a^ we forgive 
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others their sins against us. Surely 
revengeful children are only mock- 
ing God when they say the Lord's 
Prayer. Jesus Christ, when he was 
taken prisoner in the garden of Geth- 
semane, healed the ear of one of his 
enemies who was fighting against 
him. You will find a great many 
other instances in the Bihle of what 
I tell you; and those who allow 
themselves to be revengeful, are 
surely not aware of the great sin 
they are committing, in despising the 
precepts and example of the blessed 
Saviour, who died for sinners; how 
fond was he of peace, and yet pre- 
sumptuous children, who pretend to 
believe in him, can think of revenge. 
If Christ was revengeful what would 
become of them for daring to dis- 
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obey his command ; but happily he 
is not revengeful, for if they will re- 
pent and believe in him, he will 
change their revengeful dispositions 
for those more holy, and fill their 
hearts with goodness, love, and 
peace. 

Evil for evil is the law, 

Which sinners still pursue ; 

fiut let the Christian stand in awe^ 
And good for evil do. 

Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth, 
The Jews did say was right ; 

But he that will obey the truth 
Will find a better light. 

Oh, let me fear to do what's wrong, 
Though others do the same ; 
* Yes, let me shun the wicked throng, 
And save my soul from shame. 

FINIS. 



O. Taylor, Printer, Little Jamei Street. 
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